July 7, 2010

Mr. John Doe
President

XYZ Family Fund
12 3 Sample Avenue

New York, NY  10011
National Urban League at 100 Years – Past, Present and Future
Dear Mr. Doe:
The National Urban League(NUL) respectfully requests a general support grant of $25,000.00 from the XYZ Family Fund.  

This year NUL celebrates 100 years of service, and its mission remains more relevant than ever, especially as our nation struggles with a deep recession, a crippling housing crisis, unmet healthcare needs, and historic rates of joblessness.  For the past 100 years, the National Urban League Movement has provided critical social services to disadvantaged, impoverished people of color and advocated tirelessly at the local, state and national levels for policies that promote social and economic equity. 
If I were to quantify the value that Urban Leagues bring to their communities, it would read like a book filled with success stories.  For example, Taneka Davis was 15 when a school fight escalated into an arrest record that threatened her future.  She turned to NUL’s Urban Youth Empowerment Program where she received counseling, mentoring, job training and placement services, and educational assistance.  Thanks to the Urban Youth Empowerment Program and her own determination, Taneka was able to expunge her juvenile record, graduate high school, attend college and work as a nurse’s aide. 

As NUL reflects on its past, stories like hers will resonate prominently throughout our Centennial celebration events and activities this year.  Although we are proud of our accomplishments, we realize that the great recession has created a plethora of new challenges.  With unemployment rates in the African American community at nearly 16% and the national average high school drop-out rates for Blacks at 60%, NUL still needs your support to serve more than two million people annually through a network of nearly 100 affiliates.  
A general support grant enables us to leverage internal resources for several major national activities, including:
· Social Mobilization Platform (SMP)—I am Empowered.  In an effort to help the nation achieve four lofty goals around education, employment, housing and healthcare by 2025, NUL recently launched its SMP site, which seeks to secure 2 million new volunteers, constituents, advocates, community organizers, and supporters.  Through the I am Empowered campaign, we will inspire individuals to give back to their community and commit their time and talent to help achieve four empowerment goals:
1. Every American child is ready for college, work and life.
2. Every American has access to jobs with a living wage and good benefits.

3. Every American lives in safe, decent, affordable and energy-efficient housing on fair terms. 
4. Every American has access to quality and affordable health care solutions. 

· Marketing and communications strategies that build awareness of our local programs and services.  Through print, radio, television PSAs and viral marketing, we inform African Americans and other minorities about our job fairs, health wellness activities, foreclosure prevention counseling, entrepreneurship trainings, and educational services.  
· Technical assistance to 100 Urban League Affiliates throughout the year in the areas of fundraising, leadership development, training, program design, and management.
· Advocacy, legislative education, and research work through the NUL Policy Institute in Washington, D.C. facilitates policies and legislation that closes disparity gaps in the areas of health care, employment, education, civil rights and economic empowerment.
A grant for general support also helps us expand and enhance our current signature programs that include:
Project Ready: 

· Provides enhanced academic support to 1,300 high school students in preparation for post-secondary success. 
· Operates in 24 Urban League affiliates.

· Curricula focus on academic development, social skills, cultural and global awareness, and transition to college and life beyond high school.
Youth Summit (NULITES)
· Founded in 1989 as NULITES to develop academic excellence, character and leadership in youth ages 14 – 18. Curricula builds “social capital” of young people by intentionally providing the experiences and opportunities that support positive youth outcomes.  
· 62 chapters in the United States nationwide, reaching 6,000 youth annually.
Read & Rise®: 

· Early Childhood Literacy for children up to 9 years of age.  Each year, we serve 145,000 young children and 19,700 parents.  The program focuses on empowering families and communities to support children’s literacy development through parent reading circles, workshops, toolkits, Read & Rise magazines, and curricula. 

· Workforce Development:  Last year, 211,000 clients received job placement services and 10,163 clients on welfare received in-depth job training.  

· We also served over 1,777 low-income mature workers (55 years and older) through employment and job readiness training services and part-time community service job positions. 
· Urban Jobs Academy:  Serves 4,000 adjudicated and out-of-school youth, ages 18-24, and provides case management, paid internships, educational upgrades, mentoring, job skills training and unsubsidized jobs. 

· Digital Connectors: Promotes digital literacy and prepares youth to work in computer services and repairs through entrepreneurial shops. 

· Restore our Homes
· This program develops comprehensive homeownership centers across the country that offer direct individual counseling and financial education services to 45,087 clients, facilitating $11.5 million in mortgages for new home buyers. 
· We provided 5,000 homeowners with emergency mitigation counseling and intervention assistance to prevent home foreclosures. 

· We also conduct Home Rescue Fairs to provide public education and on-site counseling.  To help expand affordable housing and spur green job growth, we have started to acquire, rehabilitate and sell large numbers of Real Estate Owned (REO) properties.  
· Economic Empowerment Tours 
· Each year NUL affiliates host tours in cities across the country to help people find jobs, information and a forum to voice questions and concerns.  We offer a Career and Resource Fair with access to opportunities for employment and counseling services that help 5,000 individuals in each city.  
· Entrepreneurship and Business Development
· Entrepreneurship Center Program fosters minority entrepreneurship, business development, and job creation in historically neglected and economically underserved urban areas nationwide. 
· Our Entrepreneurship Centers provide business training and mentoring, along with assistance in locating capital and procurement sources to new and existing minority and urban business owners. Last year, we provided 7,113 hours of business skills training to 4,930 clients who obtained $10 million in financing for their ventures.  
· Community Health Worker Program
· Trained community members provide health education, promote healthy living, assist clients in accessing available healthcare, social services and insurance; offer informal counseling and support for healthy behavioral change; and advocate to ensure that clients receive needed services. Through our health programs and campaigns, we serve more than 130,000 clients.  
· Save Our Sons: An African American men’s health initiative on diabetes and obesity prevention.  The program has a 95% retention rate and connects clients to physicians and support services by using community health workers.

· NUL/Walgreen’s Wellness Tour: the tour has visited 60 Urban League communities in the last three years to raise awareness for health prevention and disease, while providing health screenings to 85,000 people. 
· Centers for Disease Control:  ACT! Against AIDS Initiative, a new HIV prevention program in 15 cities.
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our request. Lloyd Martinez, Vice President of Foundations, will follow up with you directly to further discuss our request for general support.   For more details about NUL’s empowerment goals, please visit us at www.iamempowered.com and get Empowered today!


Very truly yours,

Marc H. Morial
President and Chief Executive Officer
National Urban League






