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The economy is in crisis.  In Hartford County, we feel an even sharper pain than other regions throughout our great state:

	Metric


	Connecticut
	Hartford 

County

	Unemployment rate
	9.1%
	9.7%



	Per capita income
	$36,468
	$32,779



	% of people living below the poverty line
	9.3%
	10.1%




There is no doubt that the city of Hartford and its county are experiencing challenging times.  The forgotten, and often times, ignored casualties are the people in our community.  The 10.1% of our fellow citizens who live below the poverty line are struggling to simply get through the day, pay the rent, and feed their children; all while they strive for a better life for their families.  
With an unemployment rate greater than the state and national averages, residents of Hartford County are pressed to find opportunities.  

The Urban League of Greater Hartford (ULGH) provides opportunity and hope to so many people searching for a chance to improve their situation.  ULGH is focusing its efforts on building people’s capacity to succeed.  Through an innovative approach, ULGH is able to connect with people and empower them to build better lives, and consequently, a better Hartford County.  

Making Hartford County Better
ULGH is an important component to improving Hartford County.  Working with our area’s civic minded leaders, ULGH has outlined a plan to impact the lives of those in need and enhance Hartford County.  

We identified two key program areas as immediate funding priorities:

	Area
	Description and Impact
	FY 2011 Budget 

Projection



	Economic 
Empowerment
	The Center for Education and Training empowers youth and adults with opportunity to achieve educational, occupational, and economic equality.  

We offer family literacy training; GED preparation, core competencies training, and career/college transition services for youth and adults. 

  
	$?

	Youth 
Programs
	The Community Education Program helps youth who are in school advance their studies.  The program also trains out-of-school youth to obtain a GED.  
The College Achievement Program assists out-of-school youth to successfully transition them to post secondary education and training.  The program provides case management, college preparation, college tours, college counseling, college/career fairs, financial planning, and assistance with the application and financial aid processes. 

	$?

	
	Total FY 2011 Need
	$


By financing these two areas, ULGH will be able to provide desperately needed services to the Hartford community.  By empowering more of our fellow citizens, we deepen our impact in the area and change more lives for the better.
Our Accomplishments for FY10

Economic Empowerment

· 224 families became first time homebuyers resulting in over $35,000,000 in real estate transactions;

· 116 families completed “workouts” to avoid foreclosure and save their homes; and
· 181 tax returns were processed at no charge to participants through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program.  The average filer’s income was $21,042 and 41% qualified for the earned income tax credit.  The average combined return was $2,274 and $358,732 was returned.

Youth development

· 94 percent of Achievement Center high school seniors graduated and 84% of those were accepted to post secondary education or training.  Of the graduates, 1 was the salutatorian; 7 graduated with high honors, 3 were members of National Honor Society; and
· The Community Education Program served more than 150 students in FY 2010, with more than 60 students advancing at least one grade level and with 45 students receiving high school credentials (GED diplomas).
Workforce development

· 43 individuals earned a GED diploma; 21 enrolled in post secondary education or training;

· 60 parents/caregivers in our Read and Rise child literacy program learned ways to conduct literacy and pre-reading activities with their children; 

· 35 pharmacy technician/retail occupational skills training participants completed training; 23 completed or are completing internships; 5 have been placed in positions in their fields;

· 52 participants in our medical administrative professionals skills training class completed training and 19 have been placed in positions in their field; and
· 651 individuals obtained employment after completing Urban League programs.

Project Rock Advantage:

ULGH, along with nine other Urban League Affiliates across the country, is participating in Project Rock Advantage (PRA).  PRA is a new endeavor initiated at the National Urban League and seeks to enhance the overall operation of the participating Affiliates.  Through a generous grant from the Enterprise Rent a Car Foundation, Urban League Affiliates are able to access internationally respected strategy consultants to assess the organization and improve capacity building.  
This extraordinary endeavor will seek to raise funds for the two programs identified earlier and build ULGH’s ability to sustain its operation for the long-term.  

ULGH at a Glance:

· Year Founded
1964

· Catchment (or Service?) Area
Hartford County
· Population
857,193
· Annual Operating Budget
$3,060,558
· Employees
35
· Full-time
24
· Part-time
11
· Board Members
24
· Number of Programs
?


Urban League of Greater Hartford (ULGH)
140 Woodland Street

Hartford, CT  06105

860.527.0147

http://www.ulgh.org
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ULGH Board of Directors


Chairperson�Jeffery M. Oller�Ernst & Young 


Emma Asante�NBC Connecticut


Richard Barry�Citizen's Bank


C. Timothy Branner, II�Otis Elevator


Charlsa "Sandy" Broadus, Esq.�Day Pitney, LLP 


Laura A. Carrubba�PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP


Tonya Cornelius Ph.D.�ESPN


Jeff Dornenburg�Dornenburg Group, LLC


Jeffrey A. Flaks�Hartford Hospital


Crystal J. Frazier�Henkel Corporation


Larry W. Jones�Pratt & Whitney


Peter G. Kelly, Esq.�Updike, Kelly & Spellacy


Innocent I. Obi�Accenture


Angela E. Phillips Arrington�The Hartford Courant 


Pamela M. Richmond


Pratt & Whitney - UTC


Jeffrey Stienberg, M.D., F.A.C.S.


St. Francis Hospital and Medical Center


Rashiya Thompson


Peoples United Bank


Janet Uthman


Comcast	


Cynthia Watts-Elder, Esq.


Phoenix


David W. Williams


University of Connecticut – Greater Hartford Campus


Sherri L. Winslow


The Connecticut Light & Power Co.
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